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A Word From the Chairman

A warm welcome once again to our lovely little 
village hall. It was last April that we performed The 

Mr Misty Mystery, a play written out of desperation 
when we were struggling to find anything suitable. 
What we all agreed though, was that it was a one-
off.  Never again would we find ourselves in the 
predicament of being so close to rehearsals starting, 
and so far away from settling on a play.

Sure enough, 18 months later, and after spending 
all summer reading a whole assortment of different plays, we were left 
with just a couple of plays we could realistically cast, neither of which 
we were terribly keen on. “If only we had someone who could write us 
a play,” one of the cast members remarked, and all eyes turned in my 
direction. “No problem,” I responded, before going home, curling up into 
a ball and crying.

I had barely a wisp of an idea, so the entire play seems to have 
sprung from nowhere. Three months ago, Hummingbird House didn’t 
even exist inside my head, let alone on paper. Now it has it’s own logo, 
staff uniforms, and cosmetics range! Once again I’m indebted to the 
support and trust of the cast and crew, and one of my favourite parts of 
this production has been the way people have added their own little 
touches to the costumes, set and characters.

Special mention goes to Chris for running with this play. I find it hard 
to imagine how you can direct a play when you only have half the 
script and don’t know how it ends, but somehow he manages it. The 
cast have once again had to put up with me tweaking the script, with 
late changes to the second Act not appearing until the last week of 
October!

This is a very different style of play to Mr Misty - much more of an 
outright comedy farce. As I’ve said to several people in a bid to curb 
expectations - Shakespeare it ain’t. But hopefully it’s a good bit of fun 
that will raise a titter or two and keep you guessing ‘til the end.

On a side note, Mr Misty had it’s second production earlier this year 
by a society called St Stephen’s Drama Group down in Bristol. I was so 
pleased, I made the journey down there to see it, and it was absolutely 
worth it. They were all lovely and made me feel so welcome. Their 
production differed from ours in a few subtle ways, but I loved it and left 
feeling like I’d made some new friends.



Laura Kinsella (Abbey) & Rachael Gallagher (Jess)
The Dunham Thespians - April 2014

Caroline Ball (Abbey) & Debbie Townsend (Jess)
St Stephen’s Drama Group - June 2015

On a much more sombre note, I’d like to pay respect to the late Tony Rose, 
husband of long time thesps member Sylvia, who passed away shortly 
after we’d started rehearsing. Sylvia has continued to support us and 
attend rehearsals, showing remarkable courage and dignity at such a 
difficult time. We give her our love and best wishes.

Finally, we are very keen to recruit new members to the society, whether 
it be back stage or walking the boards. No experience is necessary, just a 
desire to have fun and put in a bit of time. If you are interested in joining, 
or know anyone that is, please just get in touch and we’d be happy to 
welcome you down to see what it’s all about.

Nothing is set in stone yet, but there’s a chance we may be doing 
something a bit different in the Spring with a well known costume drama. 
Watch this space! Until then, sit back, relax, and get into the spirit of 
silliness for our November production... Hummingbird House.

Martin Clare.

The
Mr Misty 
Mystery
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The Cast

ACT 1
   Scene 1    Monday morning
   Scene 2    A short time later
 

ACT 2
   Scene 1    An hour later
   Scene 2    A few moments later

The action takes place in the Hummingbird House health and beauty spa
in the countryside on the outskirts of Briddlington-Upon-Twill

(The interval will take place at the end of Act 1.
The raffle will be drawn after Act 2, Scene 1)
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Announcements

In the highly unlikely event of a fire, emergency exits are located 
as follows:
  - The main entrance where you came in
  - Behind the curtain next to the piano
  - Through the kitchen
  - Immediately behind the stage

Please ensure you turn your mobile phone off (or onto silent 
of flight mode) for the duration of the performance. If you turn 
your phone on during the interval, please remember to switch 
if off again before the second Act.

You are welcome to take photographs, but we kindly ask that 
you refrain from using flash photography.

Drinks are available both before the show and during the 
interval. You are welcome to bring drinks into the hall, but 
please exercise caution.

If you aren’t already on our mailing list, please make sure you 
sign up to receive advance notification of our future productions. 
You can add yourself directly to our email list by visiting the www.
dunhamthespians.org.uk home page.
You can also complete a form available at the bar to receive our 
postal mail shot.

Raffle tickets are available both before the play and during 
the interval. We always have a healthy selection of prizes, so 
please make sure you get some tickets. The raffle will be drawn 
after Act 2, Scene 1.



Behind The Scenes



A Word From the Director

There are a lot of great plays out there, by some 
excellent talents, Ayckbourn, Russell, Benfield, 

Coward to name a few.  

There are a lot of great plays out there, that didn’t suit 
the cast we had available.  Therefore, it is so good 
that we can turn to the excellent talents of our very 
own playwright, Mr Martin Clare.  

His first full length play, The Mr Misty Mystery, was well 
received here at Dunham.  It was then published 
and has been performed elsewhere to great 
reception.

Martin has written a very funny play.  We have laughed throughout 
the process from the first draft of Act 1 to the last rehearsal.  We have 
laughed at bits you as an audience won’t see, as the script evolved 
(always for the better).  Immensely enjoyable from my directors chair. 

I must thank Louise for taking on the role of Geraldine.  She had read 
in for every part, whilst cast members took holidays, absences due to 
work commitments etc. and took on the task of ordering and buying 
the costumes.  She was unaware that I was going to rely on her more 
and more once everyone was back.  Sadly Sylvia, who we had cast 
as Geraldine, suffered a bereavement and our condolences and 
thoughts are with her.  She was unaware that we had cast her.  As 
time moved on, we asked Lou to take on the part full time as she had 
already read in for it so many times and had made the part her own.

My thanks to all the cast who make directing them a very easy job, to 
Lindsay and Trevor (and helpers) for building a great set, to the back 
stage crew for turning up each night and manning whatever we ask 
them to.

We always need new members for front of house, back stage, costumes 
and acting - don’t be shy.  Please get in touch with Martin and find out 
when we are meeting and we will find jobs for you.

Finally, we thank you, the audience, for your support once again.  We 
hope you enjoy this evenings entertainment as much as we will, in 
performing it for you

Chris Matthews.
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Life Saver of the Year

Sat 5th Dec 2015 Children’s Swap Shop (10am-12pm)
Thur 17th Dec 2015 Carol Singing
Sat 23rd Jan 2016 Bangers, Burgers, Magic & Mystery Night
Sat 6th Feb Kids Horse Racing Night
Wed 20th - Sat 23rd Apr 2016 Next Dunham Thespians Production

Dates - Village Hall

Should any of you feel faint during the 
production, rest assured we have first aid trained 

personnel on hand. Earlier this year, our very own 
Louise Burgess had to rush to the aid of 88-year-old 
Kevin O’Donnell, who suffered a cardiac arrest at 
Sale Waterside Arts Centre where Louise works.

In a remarkable quirk of fate, a defibrillator had 
been fitted at the centre just 24 hours earlier, but 
the staff had yet to receive any training. Some 
incredible quick thinking and a scan through the 
instructions later, and she was able to use the 
device to resuscitate him, before performing CPR 
until the paramedics arrived. Mr O’Donnell is now 
well on the road to recovery.

Her deed saw her nominated for a Life Saver of the Year award at the 
Midland Hotel last month, and sure enough she romped home as the 
clear winner. Not too many people have an accolade like that on their 
CV. Well done Lou - we’re all very proud of you!

We are currently keen to recruit new 
members to the society, both on stage and 
behind the scenes.
If you have ever fancied trying your hand 
at being on stage, or feel like you have 
something contribute behind the curtain (as 
it were), then get in touch. We’re a friendly 
bunch!
Contact Martin on 07789 171 337, or email info@dunhamthespians.org.uk

Joining The Society



From The Archives

Cat On The Fiddle (Nov 1974)

(from left to right) Ron Hutchinson, Brenda Clare, Colin Stanley, 
Edith Skene, John Siddall, Gina Hutchinson, Ray Waterhouse, 

Alice Hough, Alan Froude, Jean Barker, Andrew Bushell.

Gaslight (Nov 1951)

(from left to right) Edith Hughes, Norman Millington, Pamela Gergory, 
Ron Hutchinson, Esme Duckworth, Jack Chantler.



Chairman Martin Clare
Vice Chairlady Gina Hutchinson
Treasurer Bill Craig
Secretary Philippa Cameron
Assistant Secretary Laura Kinsella
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Assistant Stage Manager Trevor Wells

Committee Officials
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The Dunham Thespians
Dunham Massey Village Hall, School Lane, Dunham Massey, Cheshire. WA14 4SD.

Martin Clare - Chairman
07789 171 337

info@dunhamthespians.org.uk
www.dunhamthespians.org.uk

Thank you all for your continued support. We hope you have a merry festive 
season, and will look forward to welcoming you back to the village hall for our next 

production in the Spring.


